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spring. Finally, the Empress ceased to walk, and the court
accoucheur, Professor Ott, with his assistants, came to stay
in the palace at Peterhof. But time passed without the
confinement taking place. Finally, Professor Ott asked Her
Majesty's permission to examine her. She agreed, and the
physician, after a thorough examination, declared that the
Empress was not pregnant.
It is easy to see what havoc such an hysterical woman
could work, when invested with the tremendous power
which an autocratic regime places In the hands of the ruler.
At the Summer residence of Grand Duke Peter, Philippe
met a number of ecclesiastics, among them the notorious
Father John of Kronstadt. It was apparently there that
the project was hatched of canonizing the staretz (saintly
man) Seraphim of Sarov.
This incident was related to me by KL P. Pobiedonostzev
himself.   One fine morning he was invited, he told me, to
take luncheon with their Majesties.   The invitation came
unexpectedly, because at that time relations between their
Majesties and Pobiedonostzev were rather strained, al-
though he had been instructor both to the Emperor and
his most august father.   After breakfast, at which Pobiedo-
nostzev was alone with his Imperial hosts, the Emperor, in
the presence of the Empress, asked his guests to submit to
him a decree canonizing Father Seraphim, on the day when
the memory of that saintly man is celebrated, which was a
few weeks off.   Pobiedonostzev replied to the effect that
canonization lay within the province of the Holy Synod and
must be preceded by a thorough investigation of the candi-
date's life and of the people's views on the subject, as ex-
pressed in oral traditions.   To this the Empress replied by
remarking that Everything is within the Emperor's prov-
ince."   This opinion I have heard from Her Majesty on
various occasions.   Nevertheless, the Emperor gave heed
to his guest's arguments,  and  Pobiedonostzev,  on  the